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The Sometimes “Unseen” Benefits of  Research  

Ninety-five physicians gradu-
ated from the College of 
Medicine on May 16. Of 
those graduates, 35 percent 
elected to stay at UK for their 
residency with another 4 per-
cent staying in the Common-
wealth. 
  
The following is a list of 
awards presented to the 2009 
graduates:    
 
Albert B. Chandler Award: 
Ashley Hunter, M.D.; Joey 
Owen, M.D.; and Wendi 
Owen, M.D.  
Highest GPA throughout all 4 
years 
 
The Leonard Tow  

Humanism in Medicine 
Award: Ben Elitzur, M.D., 
and Scott Morehead, M.D.  
Presented by The Arnold P. Gold 
Foundation 
 

D. Kay Clawson Award: 
Jenny Olges, M.D.  
For demonstrating personal quali-
ties of both a scientific and caring 
physician, academic superiority, 
improving the academic environ-
ment of the College, and states-
manship as a student leader.  
 
The AOA Good Physician 
Award: Jenny Olges, M.D. 
Selected by the entire class—the 
classmate that possesses the intan-
gible qualities that make a great 
physician. 

College of  Medicine Class of  2009… With Honors 
Arnold P. Gold Humanism 
Honor Society:  
Ruth Boe, M.D.; Jonathan 
Bylund, M.D.; Melissa 
Counihan, M.D.; Casey 
Corbit, M.D.; Ben Elitzur, 
M.D.; Angela Baldini Hack-
man, M.D.; Daniel Hack-
man, M.D.; Ashley Hunter, 
M.D.; David Lindemann, 
M.D.;  Jenny Olges, M.D.; 
Philip Overall, M.D.; Joseph 
Owen, M.D.; Jay Shah, 
M.D.; and LaShaundra 
Thedford, M.D.  
Chosen by students and Humanism 
Committee 
 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

Our overall reason for existence as 
a medical school is to maximize 
human health. Nowhere is this 
more apparent than in our re-
search activities. We do research to 
improve the human condition for 
Kentuckians and beyond, and we 
are justifiably proud of these ef-
forts. But there is a very clear and 
immediate economic benefit from 
the funding we attract to support 
our research.  
 
Salary and benefits of more than 
2,300 faculty, staff and learners 
are supported, whether in part or 
in full, by research dollars gener-
ated by College of Medicine fac-
ulty. From these research efforts, 
more than $56 million is paid to 
these individuals for the work they 
do. I am sure you will agree: This, 
too, is very real. 
 

The correlation between research 
and economic development is ir-
refutable. The economy – local, 
state and national – directly bene-
fits from the money we spend on 
supplies, equipment, construction 
and renovation. Furthermore, 
faculty, staff and learners spend 
their earned wages in the commu-
nities where we have a presence. 
 
Trips to the grocery, repairs at the 
local auto shop, dinner at a 
neighborhood restaurant – all of 
these actions stimulate our econ-
omy. This supports the businesses 
that are already here and attracts 
new industry as well. 
 
If you’ve heard it once, you’ve 
heard it a million times. Our 
mission is inextricably tied to three 
pillars – education, clinical service 
and research. Each pillar rein-

forces the other two, 
fashioning a com-
bined triple threat. 
However, our im-
pact is not limited 
to these areas. 
Other “by-
products” – which 
include the impact 
we have on the economy – demon-
strate our role and our responsibili-
ties to Kentucky. 

 
 

—Dean Jay Perman 

Jay Perman, M.D. 

Some articles included are  
submitted by UK Public Relations.   

In fiscal year 2007, every $1 
million that the National Insti-
tutes of Health invested gener-
ated $2.21 million in new state 
business activity, according to 
the Association of American 
Medical Colleges. 
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Daugherty Receives National Honor 

sented the AHA in a 
Campaign for Medical 
Research coalition 
meeting at the U.S. 
Senate. 
 
The AHA is a national voluntary 
health agency with the mission of: 
“Building healthier lives, free of car-
diovascular diseases and stroke.” 

Alan Daugherty, Ph.D., D.Sc., 
professor of Internal Medicine and 
senior associate dean for Research, 
was recently named “Science Advo-
cate of the Year” by the American 
Heart Association (AHA). 
Daugherty was presented this pres-
tigious award during the association’s 
annual Congressional Lobby Day on 
April 21 in Washington, D.C. 
 
The Science Advocate of the Year 
award is given to a medical profes-
sional who has served as a role 
model for other science advocates, 

recruited advocates and encouraged 
others to get involved. 
 
The current Gill Foundation chair of 
preventive cardiology and director of 
the UK Cardiovascular Research Cen-
ter, Daugherty is a strong advocate for 
increased funding for heart and stroke 
research and prevention programs. He 
was instrumental in establishing the 
annual Gill Heart Institute Cardiovas-
cular Research Day a decade ago, 
which highlights cardiovascular re-
search, including projects supported by 
the association. He also recently repre-

College of  Medicine Faculty Receive 2009 Provost  
Outstanding Teaching Awards  

For this honor award recipients re-
ceive cash prizes of $5,000 for ten-
ured faculty, $3,500 for non-tenured 
faculty and $1,000 for teaching assis-
tants.  

Jennifer Brueckner, Ph.D., associ-
ate professor of Anatomy and Neu-
robiology and assistant dean for Stu-
dent Affairs, was awarded the Pro-
vost’s Outstanding Teaching Award, 
and Michael Andrykowski, Ph.D., 
professor of Behavioral Science, and 
John H. Eichhorn, M.D., profes-
sor of Anesthesiology, received  
Provost’s Distinguished Service Pro-
fessor Awards. Among four other 
recipients of these awards, Brueck-
ner, Andrykowski and Eichhorn 
were recognized during a ceremony 
and reception hosted by Provost 

Kumble R. Subbaswamy on April 24. 
Each year these awards honor one ten-
ured faculty member employed for at 
least 10 years at UK; one tenured fac-
ulty member employed at the univer-
sity for fewer than 10 years; two non-
tenured faculty members; and up to 
three teaching assistants. The award 
recognizes faculty and graduate teach-
ing assistants who demonstrate special 
dedication and success in their teach-
ing; and to encourage awareness of the 
importance of excellence in teaching.  
 

LeVine Receives Prestigious CART Award 
rent animal models of 
Alzheimer’s. This work 
aims to understand why 
Alzheimer’s disease is a 
uniquely human dis-
ease in order to 
guide therapeutically 
relevant improvements in animal 
models so that they will recapitulate 
the later stages of the disease that are 
so devastating for the patient and 
family. 

Harry LeVine III, Ph.D., associate 
professor of Molecular and Cellular 
Biochemistry and the Sanders-
Brown Center on Aging, and long-
time collaborator Lary C. Walker, 
Ph.D., at Emory University, were 
recently awarded the prestigious 
Coins for Alzheimer’s Research 
Trust (CART) grant from the Rotary 
Clubs of Georgia, North and South 
Carolina in addition to a number of 
individual clubs throughout the 
United States.   
 

The CART fund is intended to en-
courage exploratory and develop-

mental Alzheimer’s disease research 
projects within the United States by 
providing support for the early and 
conceptual plans of those projects that 
may not yet be supported by extensive 
preliminary data but have the potential 
to substantially advance biomedical 
research. 
 
LeVine and Walker will use the two-
year,  $250,000 grant and Alzheimer’s 
disease brain tissue from the Alz-
heimer’s Disease Center Brain Bank at 
the Center on Aging to investigate how 
the beta-amyloid lesions in Alzheimer’s 
disease brain differ from those in cur-

Harry LeVine 
III, Ph.D. 

Alan Daugherty, 
Ph.D., D.Sc. 

Jennifer  
Brueckner,  

Ph.D. 

Michael  
Andrykowski, 

Ph.D.  

John H.  
Eichhorn, 

 M.D.  
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Todd A. Milbrandt, M.D., assis-
tant professor of Orthopaedic Sur-
gery, recently presented a paper at 
the Pediatric Orthopaedic Society of 
North America (POSNA) meeting in 
Boston. The paper titled, 
“Chondrogenic Growth Factor Re-
leasing Scaffolds for Regeneration of 
Growth Plates,” was one of four 
papers nominated for best basic sci-
ence presentation. 
 
Milbrandt’s investigation uses novel 
polymers and growth factors to rec-
reate a growth plate in bones. The 
work has been a collaborative effort 
between Milbrandt, David A. Puleo, 
Ph.D., from biomedical engineering, 

and J. Zach Hilt, Ph.D., in the de-
partment of chemical and materials 
engineering. 
 
“The paper is an example of the 
power of collaboration between 
clinicians and scientists,” Milbrandt 
said. “This collaboration addresses a 
significant clinical problem with the 
tools found in the laboratory. I am 
very excited about the future impli-
cations of this project in the care of 
our patients.” 
 
Milbrandt was also named to the 
national board of POSNA as he was 
selected to serve as the junior board 
member at-large. He has been heav-

Milbrandt Earns Pair of  POSNA Honors  

ily involved in this society, 
most recently as the direc-
tor of its Web site. 
 
“I am honored to serve on 
the national board for 
POSNA,” Milbrandt said. 
“The board serves to decide, both in 
the short term and and long term, the 
future of the society. I am thrilled to 
be asked to serve to help guide those 
decisions.”  

PrioNet Canada for “Endpoint Titra-
tion of CWD-Affected Elk Brain 
Samples in Tg (CerPrP) 1536 and Tg
(CerPrP-E226) 5037 Mice.” 

Grants and contract awards for 
April 2009 have been reported. The 
following is an overview through 
April 2009: 
 
COM awarded funding totaled $97.5 
million, which is an 8.5 percent in-
crease from the $89.9 million 
awarded through April 2008. 
  
COM NIH funding totaled $55.8 
million, which is a $3.0 million (5.8 
percent) increase compared to the 
same period of 2008.  

College Grants and Contracts for April 
Significant new grants during the 
month of April 2009 include:  
 
— Gregory I. Frolenkov, Ph.D., 
assistant professor of Physiology, 
$280,181 from the National Institute 
on Deafness and Other Communica-
tion Disorders for “Regulation of 
outer hair cell electromotility and 
noise-induced hearing loss.” 
 
— Glenn Telling, Ph.D., professor 
of Microbiology, Immunology and 
Molecular Genetics, $49,594, from  

College of Medicine committees 
play an important role in develop-
ing policies and procedures and 
assuring the quality of the educa-
tional programs in the College. 
These committees are an excellent 
way for faculty members to partici-
pate in shaping the future of the 
College.  
 
Each year, several College commit-
tees must be populated. Please re-
view the following list of commit-

tees. If you are interested in partici-
pating on one of these committees, let 
your department chair or center direc-
tor know by June 5. 
 
• Admissions Committee 
• Curriculum Committee 
• Committee on Faculty Appoint-

ment, Appeals, Promotions and 
Tenure 

• Financial Aid Committee 
 

• Student Progress and Promotions 
Committee 

• International Committee 
• Postdoctoral Committee 

Faculty Committee Recruitment Ends in June 

Todd A.  
Milbrandt,  

M.D. 
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Look Who’s Wearing Blue 
Claire Sanger, D.O. 
Assistant Professor 
Surgery  
Start Date: 11/1/08 
 
Laura P. Stadler, M.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Pediatrics 
Start Date: 11/1/08 
 
Patrizio Capasso, M.D. 
Professor 
Radiology 
Start Date: 12/1/08 
 
Jai Luo, Ph.D.  
Professor 
Internal Medicine 
Start Date: 12/1/08 
 
Anthony J. Siegel, M.D. 
Associate Professor 
Psychiatry 
Start Date: 12/1/08 
 
Ramakrishna Venkatesh, MBBS 
Associate Professor 
Surgery  
Start Date: 12/15/08 
 
Samuel R. Franklin, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor  
Anatomy and Neurobiology  
Start Date: 1/1/09 
 
Deborah J. Kozik, D.O. 
Assistant Professor  
Surgery  
Start Date: 1/1/09 
 
John A. Yozwiak, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Pediatrics 
Start Date: 1/1/09 
 
Gordon J. Crozier, D.O. 
Assistant Professor 
Obstetrics and Gynecology  
Start Date: 1/5/09 
  

Elizabeth Head, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Molecular and Biomedical Pharmacology  
Start Date: 2/1/09 
 
Philip A. Kern, M.D. 
Professor  
Internal Medicine 
Start Date: 2/1/09 
 
Yasuhiro Suzuki, Ph.D. 
Professor  
Microbiology, Immunology and Molecular 
Genetics  
Start Date: 2/1/09 
 
Resat Unal, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Internal Medicine  
Start Date: 2/1/09 
 
Suzanne T. Doolen, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Physiology  
Start Date: 3/1/09 
 
Kassi M. Marshall, M.D. 
Assistant Professor  
Family and Community Medicine  
Start Date: 3/1/09 
 
Kevin J. Pearson, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor  
Graduate Center for Nutritional Sciences 
Start Date: 3/1/09 
 
Lesley Wong, M.D. 
Associate Professor  
Surgery  
Start Date: 3/2/09 
 

 
 

If you are a new faculty member and have not had your photo-
graph taken, contact Holifield Photography at (859) 276-2040 
to schedule a photo session.  
 
For more information, contact Sara Freibert with UK Health-
Care Marketing at (859) 257-5760 or smfrei2@uky.edu. 

mailto:smfrei2@uky.edu
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News of  Note  

Lattermann Selected for  
ISAKOS Fellowship 
Christian Lattermann, M.D., assis-
tant professor of Orthopae-
dic Surgery and Sports 
Medicine, was recently se-
lected as a recipient of the 
Patellofemoral travelling 
fellowship of the Inter-
national Society of Ar-
throscopy Knee Surgery 
and Orthopaedic Sports Medicine 
(ISAKOS).  
 
This traveling fellowship was devel-
oped to promote better understand-
ing and communication regarding 
patellofemoral pain and is awarded 
annually to an orthopaedic surgeon 
under the age of 50, interested in the 
study and advancement of under-
standing of the patellofemoral joint. 
 

For this honor Lattermann will re-
ceive an award certificate, waiver of 
2011 ISAKOS Congress Registration 
Fee and $5,000 in funding his fellow-
ship travels.   
 
Andrykowski Named 2009  
Sturgill Award Recipient 
Michael Andrykowski, Ph.D., pro-
fessor of Behavioral Science, was 
recently named recipient of the 2009 
William B. Sturgill Award. This award 
is presented annually to a graduate 
faculty member for outstanding con-
tributions to graduate education at 
UK.  
 

For this honor, Andrykowski was 
presented an award certificate, $2,000 
and his name was added to a com-
memorative plaque that will be dis-
played in the central office of the 
University’s Graduate School.  
 

New Grants   
Greg A. Gerhardt, Ph.D., 
professor of Anatomy and 
Neurobiology, was recently 
awarded a five-year, 
$1,186,815, T32 grant from 
National Institute on Aging 
(NIA) for his research titled, 
“Cellular and Molecular Basis 
of the Aging Brain.” 
 

The NIA is one of the 27 Institutes and 
Centers of the National Institutes of 
Health that lead a broad scientific effort 
to understand the nature of aging and to 
extend the healthy, active years of life. 
 
Joe E. Springer, Ph.D., professor of 
Physical Medicine and Reha-
bilitation, and vice chair for 
Research, was recently 
awarded a two-year, 
$245,000, grant from the 
Craig H. Neilsen Foundation 
for his research titled, 
“Targeting Mitochondrial 
Function in Traumatic Spinal 
Cord Injury.” 
 

The Craig H. Neilsen Foundation is a 
private foundation that provides grants 
for basic and pre-clinical research aimed 
at developing a cure for spinal cord in-
jury, and postdoctoral fellowships to 
support the next generation of scien-
tists. 
 
Reid Selected as ALDP Fellow  
Michael Reid, Ph.D., pro-
fessor and chair of Physiol-
ogy, was recently  
selected as a Southeastern 
Conference Academic  
Consortium 2009-2010 
Academic Leadership De-
velopment Program (ALDP) Fellow. As 
a fellow, Reid will participate in a year-

long leadership program at UK.  
The purpose of the ALDP is to pre-
pare interested faculty for the chal-
lenges of an administrative position. 
The program is designed to develop 
the most promising individuals at 
Southeastern institutions to become 
future leaders in higher education.  
 
Recent Publications 
Jane E. Joseph, Ph.D., associate 
professor of Anatomy and Neurobi-
ology, Tom H. Kelly, Ph.D., pro-
fessor of Behavioral Science, and 
Yang Jiang, Ph.D., assistant pro-
fessor of Behavioral Science, among 
others recently co-authored the arti-
cle titled, “Neural correlates of emo-
tional reactivity in sensation seek-
ing.” The article was published in the 
February 2009 issue of Psychological 
Science.  
 
This research was also cited in the 
article titled, “Thrill-Seekers’ Brains 
May Be Wired Differently: Region 
that affects addictive behavior is 
linked to risk-taking, too, study 
finds” that was published February 
19, 2009 online at U.S.News & World 
Report.  
 
Tandy Sutton Repass, 
M.D., class of 2009, re-
cently authored the arti-
cle titled, “Up on the 
Hill.” This article was 
published in the April 
2009 edition of Family Medicine. To 
view the complete article, click here.   
 
Repass also co-authored the article 
titled, “A Progressive Rash and Fa-
tigue.” This article was published in 
the May 2009 edition of the Journal of 
the American Academy of Dermatology.  

The College of Medicine News and Events link is located on the College’s home page. Please share upcoming news 
and events or your latest accomplishments with the College community. Click on the appropriate link below and up-
date the College’s events calendar or complete a news item submission form.  
 

News and Events Calendar            Share your Accomplishments  

Christian  
Lattermann, 

M.D.  

Greg A. 
Gerhardt,  

Ph.D. 

Joe E.  
Springer,  

Ph.D. 

Michael 
Reid, Ph.D. 

Tandy Sutton 
Repass, M.D.  

http://www.mc.uky.edu/medicine
http://www.mc.uky.edu/medicine/administration/evenews.asp#events
http://mednet.mc.uky.edu/newsitem
http://www.stfm.org/fmhub/fm2009/April/M.%20Tandy245.pdf
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Have a Question For the Dean?  
 

Is there a question that you have always wanted to ask Dean Perman, but never had the opportunity? Periodically, the Dean’s News-
letter will begin featuring Q&A sessions with Dean Perman. While we may not be able to answer every inquiry, we would like to 
answer as many of your questions as possible. Don’t worry, names will not be included. Your questions will remain confidential.  
 

Please send your questions to Julane.Hamon@uky.edu. Selected questions will be answered in upcoming issues of the Dean’s News-
letter.   

Peter P. Bosomworth Excellence 
in Anesthesiology Award:  
Jonathan Bylund, M.D.  
Selected by the department 
 
Excellence in Advanced Clinical 
Pharmacology and  
Anesthesiology:  
Tandy Sutton Repass, M.D. 
Selected by the department 
 
Arthur Lieber Senior Radiology 
Award: Kurt Gordon, M.D.  
Selected by the department 
 
Carey Cup Excellence in  
Emergency Medicine Award: 
David Snow, M.D.  
Selected by the department 
 
Society for Academic Emergency 
Medicine Excellence in  
Emergency Medicine Award: 
Philip Overall, M.D.  
Selected by the department 
 
Kentucky Academy of Family 
Physicians Award for Outstanding 
Interest and Application to Family 
Practice:  
Cheryl Ann Chastine, M.D.  
Selected by the department 

 
Dr. Richard W. Emerine  
Memorial Award:  
Tabitha Hocker, M.D.  
Selected by the department (Family and 
Community Medicine) 
 
Steven A. Haist Outstanding  
Academic Performance in  
Internal Medicine Award:  
Jenny Olges, M.D.  
Selected by the department 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

Outstanding Scholarship and  
Humanism in Internal Medicine 
Award:  
Josh Carter, M.D.  
Selected by the department 
 
The David B. Clark Award for  
Excellence in Neurology:  
Heather Ravvin McKee, M.D.; and  
William Dotson, M.D.  
Selected by the department 
 
AAN Medical Student Prize for Ex-
cellence in Neurology:  
James Fleming, M.D.  
Selected by the department 
 
Louise Perkins McHenry Award: 
Melissa M. Counihan, M.D.  
Selected by the department (Obstetrics/
Gynecology) 
  
John Greene, Jr., M.D. Clinical  
Excellence Award:  
Andrea M. Reed, M.D.  
Selected by the department (OB/GYN) 
 
R. Von Myers, II Award:  
Ben Elitzur, M.D.  
Selected by the department (Pathology) 
 
Dr. John H. Githens Award for  
Excellence in Pediatrics:  
Charles Pace, M.D.  
Selected by the department 
 
Outstanding Medical Student in 
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 
Award:  
Erika Erlandson, M.D. 
Selected by the department 
 
Myron G. Sandifer, Jr. M.D. Award 
to the Outstanding Student in  
Psychiatry: Danny Hackman, M.D.  
Selected by the department 

The Francis M. Massie Award for 
Excellence in Surgery:  
John B. Turner, M.D.  
Selected by the department 
 
Medical Student Research Award: 
Trip Sweeney, M.D.  
Awarded on the basis of outstanding work 
in research 
 
Community Service Awards: 
Melissa Counihan, M.D.; and 
Jenny Olges, M.D. 
Members of class who have exhibited out-
standing community service to the class, 
college and/or community – chosen by the 
class 
 
Merck Manual Awards:  
Matt Luckett, M.D.; and Jenny 
Olges, M.D.  
Awarded on the basis of high academic 
performance as well as service to his or her 
class and college 
 
American Medical Women’s  
Association Awards:  
Angela Hackman, M.D.; Ashley 
Hunter, M.D.; Jenny Olges, 
M.D.; Wendi Owen, M.D.;  
Andrea Reed, M.D.; and  
Alexis Vien, M.D.  
Awarded to women who are in the top 10 
percent of the class 
 
Dorothy and Edwin Munich  
Memorial Scholarship Award: 
Bethany Cox, M.D.; and  
Andrea Reed, M.D.  
Academic excellence throughout their last 
year of school 

College of  Medicine Class of  2009… With Honors (cont.) 

mailto:Julane.Hamon@uky.edu

